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above all in Christ, by which the natural diseases of
religion are combated and held in check, and its
identification with the interests of Conscience kept
steadily in sight. The Spirit alone is eternal, un-
changeable ; its manifestations, as conditioned by the
fluctuations of religion, are necessarily fluctuating and
mutable.

There is a law of "least resistance" in psychology,
which causes us to receive a new idea or a new
system of ideas with as little alteration of our mind as
possible, so that the values we attach to the terms and
symbols of the new are more or less different from
those which they possess for our instructor. What he
succeeds in building up in our minds is very different
from the structure in his own, though we both repeat
the same " Credo/' If, at times, the individual mind is
capable of a radical revolution or new birth, and un-
ravels to the very first stitch a thought-system which
years have knit up, in order to find place in its texture
for some hitherto irreconcilable element, yet there is
no room for such a possibility when we are dealing
with conversions en masse. The collective mind of a
multitude can only receive ad modum recipientis. It
cannot, by unanimous agreement of its components,
suddenly unmake and remake itself. Only in the
slow lapse of decades, or even centuries, can it be
leavened by and transformed to the nature of the
newly imbibed principle.

It was not then psychologically possible that the
Greco-Latin peoples should, in the first and second
centuries, have taken over the Judaic forms of religious